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Welcome
Boarding is at the heart of the Oxford Sixth Form 
College experience. Our students have been known 
to affectionately refer to their boarding community as 
their ‘second family’; supporting each other, celebrating 
each other, and forging friendships to last a lifetime.

For many students, it is their first time living away from 
home and we are committed to ensuring that each and 
everyone of our residents is safe, happy and getting the 
most out of their time with us.

In this guide we will introduce you to each of our boarding 
options and show you what it is like to live at Oxford Sixth 
Form College.

If you do have any questions, do not hesitate to contact 
our friendly admissions team, who will be more than  
happy to help.

Admissions team 
admissions@oxfordsixthformcollege.com
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Boarding 
houses for 
students 
aged 15-18

St. Ebbe’s
St. Ebbe’s boarding house is located 
within the city centre and five minutes 
from College with immediate access 
to all amenities. The house has 50 
single, en-suite study bedrooms 
spread across four floors and each 
floor has a large kitchen/communal 
space with. Your bedroom will have 
an en-suite shower room, study desk, 
drawers and plenty of storage space. 

St. Ebbe’s is situated next to the 
Westgate Shopping Centre which  
is home to designer shops and 
bustling restaurants, cafés and a 
street food court.

Pensons 
Gardens
Pensons Gardens boarding house is 
located about 10-15 minutes’ walk from 
the College and the heart of the city. 
The house comprises 31 single, en-
suite bedrooms as well as kitchens and 
communal areas. Your bedroom will have 
an en-suite shower room, study desk, 
drawers and plenty of storage space. 

St. Clements is located near the 
vibrant student area of Cowley and is 
home to many restaurants, cafés and 
supermarkets. Also within walking 
distance is the beautiful South Park and 
The Water Meadows.

Head of House: 
Zig Powell

Head of House: 
Daniel Kiss

Visit our website for more  
accommodation photos4 5
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What is provided in 
the boarding houses?Accommodation 

for students 
aged 18+

Between 
Towns Court
Between Towns Court (BTC) is for 
students aged 18+ and operates on a 
bed-and-breakfast basis. This purpose-
built accommodation facility is located 
a short bus ride away from College 
and close to shops and other local 
amenities. BTC comprises 13 en suite 
study bedrooms grouped into flats of 
six and is supervised by houseparents. 
Breakfast is served seven days a week 
and students are provided with a kitchen 
and cooking facilities for preparing their 
evening meal. This residence provides 
the perfect stepping stone experience to 
promote independence, alongside the 
reassuring guidance of houseparents. 
Students staying at BTC will be issued 
a complimentary bus pass for travel to 
and from College.

Head of House: 
Daniel Kiss

Personal Study Bedrooms

 a Single Bed

 a Duvet, pillows and bedding

 a En suite bathroom including 
towel rail

 a Wardrobe

 a Bedside Cabinet

 a Desk and chair

 a Bookshelves

 a Rubbish Bin

 a Plug Sockets

 a Unlimited Wi-Fi

 a Lockable safe

Kitchens/Common Areas

 a Flat screen TV with Freeview

 a Sofas

 a Dining table and chairs

 a Dishwasher 

 a Microwave, toaster  
and kettles

 a Personal, lockable food 

storage cupboards

 a Communal fridge/freezer 
for storing small amounts of 
personal food/snacks

General

 a Supervision, support and 
care from houseparents

 a Secure, electronic access

 a Laundry facilities

 a Separate accommodation  
for male and female  
students

 a Access to and support  
from the College Matron

Additionally at BTC

 a Full range of cooking 
facilities

 a Bicycle storage

Visit our website for more  
accommodation photos6 7
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Meals
Students staying at St. Ebbe’s and Pensons 
Gardens will be provided with breakfast and 
an evening meal 7 days per week; Students 
at Between Towns Court will be provided with 
breakfast each day, but will need to prepare 
their own meal in the evening. This is excellent 
preparation for independent living at university!

Breakfast generally consists of cereals, toast with 
jams and spreads, and a range of fruit. Students 
are provided with kitchen storage to keep their 
own food so if they prefer, for example, to eat 
meat or a different cereal for breakfast, it’s easy 
for them to purchase locally and store.

Lunch is not provided by college, however there 
are plenty of options available within walking 
distance of all college and boarding premises.

Fresh, hot evening meals are brought in by our 
caterers, with a minimum of two options available 
each day.

Breakfast: 
Monday to Friday 07.30–08.30 
Saturday and Sunday 08.30–09.30

Evening meal: 
18.00–19.00 daily (St. Ebbe’s 
& Pensons Gardens only)

Mealtimes

Sample menu
Main Course Vegetarian Puddings

Monday Sticky Asian meatballs 
Egg noodles 
Wilted greens

Porcini ravioli
Cream of parmesan 
sauce
Garlic slice
Wilted greens

Chef’s 
choice

Tuesday Garlic butter chicken
Garden peas
Steamed rice

Mediterranean 
vegetable tart
with feta crumb
Wild rocket
Garden peas

Chef’s 
choice

Wednesday Prawn Pad Thai Thai red curry with 
vegetables
Sweet chilli green 
beans

Chef’s 
choice

Thursday Country chicken pie
Spring greens
New potato

Lentil and roasted 
vegetables pie
Spring greens
New potatoes

Chef’s 
choice

Friday Pulled pork burger
French fries
Rainbow coleslaw

Courgette ricotta flat 
bread pizza
French fries
Rainbow coleslaw

Chef’s 
choice

Saturday Ragu of minced pork 
chorizo and pancetta
Spaghetti
Garlic bread
House salad

Potato gnocchi 
creamy curry sauce
Garlic bread
House salad

Chef’s 
choice

Sunday Peri peri chicken 
Roasted potato 
Summer cabbage

Cauliflower schnitzel
Roasted potato 
Summer cabbage

Chef’s 
choice
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Houseparents
We have dedicated houseparents 
at each residence to ensure that 
you have all the support you need. 
Although the houseparents do not 
live on site, their rotating schedule 
ensures that there is 24-hour, awake 
supervision and always someone 
there to help if you need it. 

Your houseparents will ensure  
that you meet your curfew, 
will organise activities, as 
well as provide guidance and 
support in any situation. 

Each boarding house also has a 
Head of House, who is trained in 
advanced safeguarding and who 
can deal with more sensitive issues.

Medical care
We have a College Matron who 
is based at our main teaching 
site and who also regularly 
visits each residence. She will 
be able to administer first aid 
and basic medical care and will 
accompany you to the doctor or 
hospital if deemed necessary.

 

Security
All boarding houses have an 
electronic card entry system known 
as Salto. Each student’s card is 
configured for entry to the main 
entrance, their boarding floor and 
their room. This card also serves as 
your ID card and will also give you 
entry to the College teaching sites.

Curfew
Though you will be able to come 
and go freely, for your own safety 
we will expect you to adhere to a 
curfew. This varies according to 
the time of the week and you will 
be able to request an extension on 
occasion. Current curfew times are:

Sunday – Thursday

21:30 - Return to boarding house 
22:00 – Return to own bedroom

Friday and Saturday

22:30 – Return to boarding house 
23:00 – Return to own bedroom

Keeping you 
safe, happy 
and motivated
Your safety, happiness and wellbeing is of 
paramount importance to us and we strive to 
ensure that you have all the support you need.

10

Holidays
Although you will be asked to vacate the boarding houses over 
the Christmas, Easter and Summer holidays, we remain open 
over each half term break (October, February and May) as we 
recognise the upheaval and inconvience caused by having to 
move your belongs, particularly for international students.
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Things to do
No matter your interests, you will find 
plenty to keep you busy in your free 
time, including museums and galleries, 
University College tours, shopping 
centres, punting, theatres and cinemas, 
riverside walks, music venues, libraries 
and so much more. Any member of 
our team will be happy to recommend 
things to do.

Discover the city
Home to the world-renowned University 
and over 32,000 students, the city of 
Oxford provides the perfect setting for 
this next stage of your academic journey. 
The city itself is small and compact but 
you will find a huge amount going on; in 
amongst the stunning, gothic architecture 
of the university buildings, you will discover 
museums, theatres, cafés, bars and 
restaurants, galleries and green spaces.

Where to Eat
Oxford has an outstanding range of cafés, 
restaurants, bars, delis, street food stalls 
and food markets, catering to all tastes and 
dietary requirements, so you’ll never fail 
to find something that suits! The Covered 
Market is full of delicious cafes and delis 
from across all cuisines, and if you’re in 
the mood for delectable street food from 
around the world you can try the Westgate 
Social food court or the global food market 
which takes place on a Wednesday at 
Gloucester Green market square.

12

Useful websites

 a dailyinfo.co.uk

 a oxford-coveredmarket.co.uk

 a westgateoxford.co.uk

Weekend Activities
To help you make the most of your weekends with us, our boarding 

house team organise events and activities throughout the term, 
including day excursions, competitions, sports, visits and more.  

Last year, students took part in the following:

These are great opportunities to have fun and get to know your peers 
outside of an academic setting and of course these activities are open to 

day students and those staying with Host Families as well.

Ice skating

Golf

Tennis

Indoor climbing

Bowling

Christmas Lights Festival

Karaoke

Baking

Silverstone experience

Punting

Thorpe Park visit

Museum and Gallery visits
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How to Apply
You can apply for a space in our college 
boarding alongside your application to one 
of our courses. 

Email the admissions team 
for more information 
admissions@
oxfordsixthformcollege.com 

Do I need to bring my own 
bedding and towels?

We provide all bedding and sheets, 
however you are expected to 
wash these yourself as part of 
your personal development. Don’t 
worry if you haven’t used a washing 
machine before...our houseparents 
can support you in doing your first 
load! We do not provide towels.

Do I get my own bedroom or 
can I share with a friend?

All of our bedrooms are 
single occupancy.

Do I have to share a bathroom 
with other students?

All of our bedrooms are ensuite 
so there is no sharing a bathroom 
with other students.

How much does it cost to board 
at Oxford Sixth Form College?

You can find all our boarding 
fees on our website, 
oxfordsixthformcollege.com/fees 

Can I store my belongings 
during the Christmas holidays?

Yes. We allow students to store 
some belongings that would be 
difficult to take home. Please be 
advised that we have to limit each 
student to two medium sized boxes 
due to storage space restraints.

Do I have to attend all meals?

Yes. Mealtimes are designed to keep 
you fit and healthy and ensure that 
we can check that you are happy 
and well. We welcome students to 
eat out with friends but you must 
be present during mealtimes unless 
you have prior permission. 

Can I have overnight guests?

No, unfortunately due to safety 
and insurance purposes we are not 
allowed to have overnight guests in 
the boarding houses. If you wish to 
stay elsewhere overnight with a visiting 
friend then you must request leave 
from the boarding house. This type 
of leave is normally only granted on 
Friday and Saturday nights to ensure 
your studies are not disturbed.

Can I have friends visit me 
in the boarding house?

We allow friends to visit the boarding 
houses however they must be 
supervised at all times and signed in 
with the houseparent on duty. Guests 
must stay in the common/social areas 
and are not allowed in your bedroom. 
We limit the number of visitors in the 
boarding house for safety reasons.

Can I choose to live in the same 
corridor as my friend/s?

Where possible we will try to 
accommodate such requests, however 
due to the difficulty in allocating rooms 
this may not always be possible.

How much free time 
do I get each day?

Students’ timetables vary considerably 
but normal class times are 09:00 – 
17:15 Monday to Friday, after that 
your time is your own until supper 
time, and of course before curfew. At 
the weekends you are free to explore 
Oxford, meet friends or take part in 
the activities we run, however, we do 
expect you to allocate sufficient time 
for your homework and studies.

FAQs
I would like to go to London for 
the weekend. Am I allowed?

Yes, If you are under eighteen then you must 
request permission and get this agreed by 
your parents. If you are over eighteen then 
you still need to request the leave but we 
don’t need your parents’ permission. 

Can I put posters up to decorate my 
bedroom to make it feel more homely? 

Yes, we want you to feel at home and actively 
encourage you to personalise your bedroom, 
but you must use only WhiteTac and the 
noticeboard provided. You must not use 
anything that may damage the walls such as 
sellotape, Command strips or BlueTac. Any 
damages will be charged on your departure.

I don’t live near Oxford but I 
don’t want to stay in boarding. 
What other option do I have? 

If boarding isn’t for you, we can also arrange 
for you to stay with a local host family. Some 
international students prefer this option as it helps 
to boost their English skills. All our families have 
been carefully selected and are personally known 
to the College, so you are guaranteed a friendly, 
homely experience. They are fully trained in 
safeguarding and we check in regularly with them.
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Oxford Sixth Form College 
12 King Edward Street 
Oxford, OX1 4HT 
United Kingdom

Tel: 01865 793333 
Email: info@oxfordsixthformcollege.com

Follow us:    

oxfordsixthformcollege.com

mailto:info%40oxfordsixthformcollege.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/oxfordsixthformcollege
https://www.linkedin.com/school/oxford-sixth-form-college/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCI7ycpn23PWFXrMQCbR0qOA
https://twitter.com/oxfordsixthform
https://www.instagram.com/oxfordsixthformcollege/
http://oxfordsixthformcollege.com

